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Filed for intro on  05/28/2002

HOUSE RESOLUTION 356
By  Rinks

A RESOLUTION to honor and congratulate Jane Latimer upon
being inducted into the Tennessee Teacher’s
Hall of Fame.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to

specially recognize those outstanding teachers who have devoted their careers to providing the

highest quality education for Tennessee's students; and

WHEREAS, one such estimable educator is Jane Latimer, who has distinguished herself

as a professional of the greatest dedication, ability, and integrity; and

WHEREAS, on May 3, 2002 at the eight annual induction ceremony held at the Opryland

Hotel in Nashville, Ms. Latimer was inducted into the Tennessee Teacher’s Hall of Fame, an

honor most befitting her exemplary tenure as a teacher, as it recognizes the positive influence

she has had on so many young lives; and

WHEREAS, a distinguished scholar, she is a highly-regarded graduate of Memphis

State University, where she was selected for Who’s Who Among American Colleges and

Universities in 1950; and
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WHEREAS, Jane Latimer began her estimable career as a teacher at Leachville High

School in Arkansas in 1950; in 1951, she accepted a teaching position at Union City High

School, where she served until 1956; during this time, she won two top state awards as the

newspaper sponsor; and

WHEREAS, from 1952-1954, Ms. Latimer diligently served as a member of the State

Physical Education Manual Staff; and

WHEREAS, her distinguished career in the teaching profession spans over four decades

and ranges from elementary to adult education; she served with the utmost dedication as a

teacher at Central High School from 1956-1957, Southside School from 1958-1959, Grove

Junior High School from 1959-1960, South Elementary from 1960-1961, North Elementary from

1961-1976; Hardin County Junior High School from 1976-1981, as the Hardin County

Homebound Teacher from 1981-1985, West Hardin Elementary School from 1985-1991, and

Hardin County Middle School from 1991-1994; and

WHEREAS, Jane Latimer always encouraged her students to do their best and give their

best; her evident joy in working with children produced enthusiasm for learning among the

students in her classroom; and

WHEREAS, while serving in the Hardin County Homebound Program, Ms. Latimer

traveled to the homes of children, who were prevented from attending school because of

medical conditions; she cherished her students' progress in academics, and felt great joy and

fulfillment when she saw their quality of life improve through education; and

WHEREAS, in 1972, she began her meritorious service with the Hardin County Adult

Education Program; she served as President of the Hardin County Adult Education Association

in 1975, and as the Supervisor of Adult Education from 1975-1994; and

WHEREAS, committed to lifelong learning, Jane Latimer embraced new technological

advancements in computers and was instrumental in establishing the first computer labs for

educational use in Hardin County; and
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WHEREAS, being inducted into the Tennessee Teacher’s Hall of Fame is not her first

professional honor, Ms. Latimer was also named Union City’s Educator of the Year in 1955, and

received the Elizabeth Hughey Patterson Award for Outstanding Young Women of the Year in

1956, three service awards in 1960, and the Hardin County 4-H Alumni Award in 1973; and

WHEREAS, an accomplished leader among her peers, she has served with the utmost

acumen and alacrity as the President of the Hardin County Chapter of the Memphis State

Alumni Association, Representative to the TEA-Representative Assembly, President of the

Hardin County Education Association, Member of the Hardin County Retired Teachers

Association, and Chairman of the Informative and Protective Services; and

WHEREAS, Jane Latimer is an extremely talented and compassionate educator who

has worked assiduously to motivate her students to reach their full potential, both as scholars

and as citizens; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Latimer still continues to touch the lives of the young people of her

community; most recently, she has volunteered her time to tutor and mentor students at Nixon

Elementary School; and

WHEREAS, in a letter of recommendation for Jane Latimer to the selection committee

for the Tennessee Teacher’s Hall of Fame, Nixon Principal Donna King, wrote “Because our

school was on the Governor’s List of Low-performing Schools, she offered to volunteer her time

at Nixon Elementary to give extra instruction and reinforcement to students who needed help in

math.  I am certain her efforts were one of the reasons we were able to raise our test scores… ”;

and

WHEREAS, Ms. Latimer truly serves as an inspiration to teachers and students alike,

and her friendship and counsel is highly valued by those who are fortunate to know her; and

WHEREAS, Vickie Blount, a teacher at Hardin County High School, remembers Jane

Latimer’s kindness when she first began teaching in 1971: “Jane was a wonderful role model for

me.  Not only did she inspire me to stay in the teaching profession, but I also learned that the
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love of the children in the classroom goes beyond anything the professors could have taught me

in college.”; and

WHEREAS, Jane Latimer exemplifies the ideal of the dedicated teacher who is wholly

committed to the highest ideals of public service and quality education for all, and she should be

specially recognized; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, That we hereby honor

and congratulate Jane Latimer upon her induction into the Tennessee Teacher’s Hall of Fame,

commend her exceptional service to the children of Tennessee, salute her professional

expertise and personal excellence, and extend to her our best wishes for every continued

success and happiness in her future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


